
7-

15' Elf & 16'6" Elflm
by Iain Oughtred
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Th" bcst of'Noru'ay's srnall crali appr<l:rch aesthetic an<1

I fiurctioual perlcct.iorr. Iain Ougirtre<l chose to not
tanrJ)er rvith the results ol- errrlutiori whcrr rlcsigtring El{'
and hcr larger cousin, Ellyn. I-lc sirnlll,v drc:w lraclitiorral
Norrvcgian faering (lbur-oareri) hulls lor ;rllnvoocl-epoxv
lapstrake construcl.ion, thercbv making thes<,: tirnr:less
boats rnorc acr:essible to arrlatcur ltuilclers.

\,!hen building cithcr ol' thcse facrings, wc'll
necd to rnake and sct. up a more-orJcss conventir.rnal
backbone. (If this task sccnrs too daundng, or if we

sirnplv prefcr thc aclvantagcs o[ a l]arrolv flat lrol.tonr, rve:

rnight br-rilcl one of Orrghtre<l's Skerricskifls, page 26.)
'fhc hull's strakt:s rnust be shaped and bcvclcd, t-lut tht:
strength ard gap-filling properlir:s of epoxy nright hclp
to fill in lbr perf'ectiorr. Of c()urs(--, that chtesrr't rnearr
wc shorrldn't trl' t.o gr:t t:r,cry1[1ing just rigtrtl Many ycars
cxperierrce with this constructiolr at tlrc \{bodr:nl}oirt
lvatcrfront har.e prclvcn boat.s of srrch rnantrfar:lrrre to b<;

strong, light, and easy to kcL-p.

,\lthough Oughtrcd's dralvings show auxilialy

sailine ligs, [hesr: lacrings arc priruarilywonder{irl pulling
boats rncanf. for rolving irt c:rlnt artrl roug'lt water. Ear;h has

a strong sher:rlinc that swecps rlown 1.t> arni<lships lirtrn a

bokl stenr aud stclnpost. Thc hotly plarr shows a. narrow
rvatcrline. Both ends o1'thc hull in'<: fine (strarp) bclow
thc wirter br-rt gain volurtx:, hcnct: llto,vartr:1', draurat.icallv
above thc wirterline. [11f an<l Iilfvn a.r'e srnart cnougtt
to slicc throtrgh snrall wavt:s artd to r:lirnb overt' thc llig
orIes,

Ir-r kceping nith tht: prirnarv rnealls of
propulsion, ()ughtred rlctails an appr()priatc pair
of 9'6" oars u'ith bla<les that are long (3') artd rtarrolv
(3"), Aitcl rowirrg l:lll the clt:sigrrcr t.clls rrs: "Shc handles
wcll in scriouslv rouglr r.l,aler I'r,c ]rad ]rer in stct:p, tall
waves where l-cw boals hcr sizc could livc. She tracks
extraorcli naril,v lvcll. "

Tl'resc doublc-ertclers B() togc{her casil1,, yttt tllcv
r-etain thc llractir:al cl<:ganct: of tircir {irrcbears.
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