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\[/hen it cornes to building a small wr:oden boat it's
Y Y hard to beat a skin-on-{i'anre (SOF) Ibr economv

of time and rna.terials, and ease of usc whcn the boat is
finishecl. Dave G,entry's 10' SOF-built Annabelle skiff
is for sailirrg and rowing. Weighing just 63 lbs, it's well
suited for cartopping, and about as easy to cany and
larrnch as a kayak. Your boating won't bc lirnite d by access

ro ramps arrd trailer parking.
I'he hull is built around t}e stenr, ft-lur frarnes,

ancl thc: transom. The keel, chines (three to a side), and
zunwales create the shape that supports the thbric skin.
\\hile any SOF boat can be built qrrite plairrly, G'entry has
added sorne elegant decora.tive toucfres and specified
high-quality woods that. are too prr: lqv k) hide under paint.
SOF bnats don't have planking to brace the str-ucture

',Jle way plpvood braces the framirrg of a lrouse, so the
iongitrrdinals can't be sprung into placc: Over time,
rhey'll straighten out ancl spoil the boat's shape. Gentry
ieeps Annabelle's shape by larninating the outwales in a

stack of three picce s and he prebends the kcel by soaking
it in water, supporting its ends on sawhorses, ancl prrtting
-.se ights in the rnicldle.

by Dave Gentry

The 8-oz polyester fabric is draped over the
frame , drawn taut, and secured with stainless-stee I
staples. A hot iron will shrink the fabric and work out
any puckers. Before painting the fabric you can spread
a lihn of construction adhesive irr areas subject to wear
and then three or lbur coats of oil-based enamel or spar
varnish finish the.job. Gentry recommends oil {br the
frame-it's a lot easier than pairrt or varnish to apply and
maintain.

Annabelle is well suited to solo sailing: The
daggerboard, tiller, and sheet tbr the 53 sq ft standing-
lug sail are all that need to be attended to. The Ll-shaped
seating arrangement is a mirror image of the usual stern
sheets; they open not at the forwirrd end, brrt at the aft
end. To come about you worr't have to crawl across the
boat and arorurd the tiller; just slide ftrrward on the
bench and across the middle.

The skiff is rated tbr 400 lbs, and has room for
carrying a passenger. A pair of 6'6" oars will slide uncler
the seats and get you horne if the wind fails.

T'he plans include full-sized patterns and a
comprehensive illustrated cr:nst.nrction grride,

Plan 161
DESCRIPTION
Hrrll type: Round-bottomcd, tlansonl sterned
Constructiorr: Skin on fraure
PERI'ORMANCT]
Suitzrble lbr prr:tected watcrs
Intencled capacity: 1-2

Trailcrable
Propulsion: Sail, oars

BUII.DING DATA
Skill needed: Basic
Lofting required: No
PI-ANS T}AIA
No. of sheets: 2

Supplemental information: 34 pages
Level of Detail: Above average
Plans Formail Prirt or Digital
Cost per set $55
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