
International L4
by Simon Watts
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aborrt 220 ltrs

rhcsc plans are prepared by a trelnendouslv
cxpe ricnced boatbrrilcler and te acher. Altcr his

Ulfa I"ox-designc<l classic lntenlational l4 bccarne too
dccrcl;it to sail, Sinron trlhtts prcscrvcd thc tcchnr:logv
and expcrt.ist-' crrrbotlic<i in this artifact of gt'ncratiorrs-
old high-perfbrmance sailing by takirrg off thc lines ancl
painstakingly draft.ing plans of thc r:onstructiorr, r iggirrg,
ancl shapc. LIe thcn literallv wrotc ille b<xrk (now irr
digital) ort how t.o txrild onc lirr yr:ursel{'. 'fhc rcsult is a
package ol'finely dt:tailetl plans, pattcrns, ancl dt:scriptivc:
text and plrolos thaf. take the builcler stcp-b,v-stcp ttrrough
the pror:css of creating an ic<tnic ra<rirr54 machine.

'Iirday's l-14s arc fcatlrerlig-ht exarnples of thc
latest courposite troatlnilding' tt:chniques, ex<pisi1.r:ly
light ca.rborr-fibcr hulls and rigs, high-tech arrd highlv
expcnsive . 'I'his boal o{ltrs the sarrre pleasure thal classic-
car brrllls get flom driving a \,'intagc Pclrsche-yc)u can
trace thc bkrodline to statc-o1:the-art r:rcing' ma<:hint:s
ancl cnjo,v tlte experrience of piloting a racing rnachine of
vestcrvear. And yorr cart take grcat pri(le iu having built it
yoursclf-.

Watts' han<l-drawn plarrs inr:lu<le cletailcd

large-s<:ale drawirrgs of constnrction plans antl sections.
rnanv dctails also drawn at largc scirle, and thorrxrgit
inst lur:l ions {i rr buikli n g thc tcardrol)-secti ()rl('d wooden
luas1 ancl l)oorn. IIc providcs plans in digital lixlnal ancl
descril.res how to rrse thesc filcs (.o have firll-sizcd rtrokl
patterns prirrted at a local copy shop.

Whilc this I-14 won't planc on lhe aftennost li:rr'
irrchcs of its bottonr likc todays spccrl dcmc)ns, thc hul1
{<:atures a distinctive ftrll-shoulclcrecl s}raPe an<1 <lead-

straight lun that arc thc halhnarks of plarrirrg sailing
dinghics of tl're fir'st. hal{' ol' last cen[u'y. 'I']rc lull borv
prushes her up on planc iud ttre straight boltonr ker:ps
her therler, ridrng her borv wavc. 'I'he 

ver_v light tratlitional
constructiorr does its part to lrr:lp.

'I'his boat, requires sornc r:hallengirrg boat-
building t.echrriques to work twist. irrto t.tre solir{-woo<i
planl<s anrl to ben<l thc frarncs, arr<l \4/atts' t,horougl.t
inst.ructions anri t.eachcr's krtOwhow are trelnCrldous
assets. With some ic-enginccling, thc' boat corrltl be built
using ghred-lapstrake plywtxrd tcchniqucs, too-but it
would be a shame to givc up that fbcling o{'rc-crt:itting
arrrl sailing a lrrrc t lassir'.
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